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• The longlist features 1989 Booker winner, Nobel Prize winner, and three times shortlisted 
author Kazuo Ishiguro with Klara and the Sun 

• Previously shortlisted authors Damon Galgut, Richard Powers and Sunjeev Sahota and 
longlisted author Mary Lawson are also recognised 

• Two debut novelists make the list: Nathan Harris with The Sweetness of Water and Patricia 
Lockwood with No One is Talking About This 

• Four independent publishers have longlisted titles, including a first for Holland House Books 
with An Island 

The longlist for the 2021 Booker Prize is announced today, Tuesday 27 July 2021. 
 
The 13 books on this year’s longlist were chosen by the 2021 judging panel: historian Maya Jasanoff 
(chair); writer and editor Horatia Harrod; actor Natascha McElhone; twice Booker-shortlisted novelist 
and professor Chigozie Obioma; and writer and former Archbishop Rowan Williams. 
 
The list was chosen from 158 novels published in the UK or Ireland between 1 October 2020 and 30 
September 2021.The Booker Prize for Fiction is open to works by writers of any nationality, written 
in English and published in the UK or Ireland.  
 
The 2021 longlist, or ‘The Booker Dozen’, of 13 novels, is: 
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Author (Nationality)  Title (imprint) 

Anuk Arudpragasam (Sri Lankan) A Passage North (Granta Books, Granta Publications) 

Rachel Cusk (British/Canadian) Second Place (Faber) 

Damon Galgut (South African) The Promise (Chatto & Windus, Vintage, PRH) 

Nathan Harris (American) The Sweetness of Water (Tinder Press, Headline, Hachette Book 
Group) 
 

Kazuo Ishiguro (British) Klara and the Sun (Faber) 

Karen Jennings (South African) An Island (Holland House Books) 

Mary Lawson (Canadian) A Town Called Solace (Chatto & Windus, Vintage, PRH) 

Patricia Lockwood (American) No One is Talking About This (Bloomsbury Circus, Bloomsbury 
Publishing) 
 

Nadifa Mohamed (British/Somali) 
 

The Fortune Men (Viking, Penguin General, PRH) 

Richard Powers (American) Bewilderment (Heinemann Hutchinson, PRH) 

Sunjeev Sahota (British) China Room (Harvill Secker, Vintage, PRH) 

Maggie Shipstead (American) Great Circle (Doubleday, Transworld Publishers, PRH) 

Francis Spufford (British) Light Perpetual (Faber) 

 
Maya Jasanoff, chair of the 2021 judges, says: 
‘One thing that unites these books is their power to absorb the reader in an unusual story, and to do 
so in an artful, distinctive voice. Many of them consider how people grapple with the past — whether 
personal experiences of grief or dislocation or the historical legacies of enslavement, apartheid, and 
civil war. Many examine intimate relationships placed under stress, and through them meditate on 
ideas of freedom and obligation, or on what makes us human. It’s particularly resonant during the 
pandemic to note that all of these books have important things to say about the nature of community, 
from the tiny and secluded to the unmeasurable expanse of cyberspace.’ 
 
‘Reading in lockdown fostered a powerful sense of connection with the books, and of shared 
enterprise among the judges. Though we didn’t always respond in the same way to an author’s 
choices, every book on this list sparked long discussions amongst ourselves that led in unexpected 
and enlightening directions. We are excited to share a list that will appeal to many tastes, and, we 
hope, generate many more conversations as readers dig in.’ 
 
Gaby Wood, Director of the Booker Prize Foundation, adds: 
 
‘In recent years Booker Prize longlists have drawn attention to various elements of novelty in the 
novel: experimentalism of form, work in unprecedented genres, debut authors. This year’s list is 



 

more notable for the engrossing stories within it, for the geographical range of its points of view and 
for its recognition of writers who have been working at an exceptionally high standard for many 
years. Some have already been rewarded with prizes (a Nobel here, a Pulitzer there). Two are debut 
novelists. Many have fallen within the Booker’s orbit before. To see them brought together, and to 
hear from them in these books, is to know that literature is in the most capable and creative of 
hands.’ 
 
Five novelists have been recognised by the prize before: Damon Galgut (shortlisted twice in 2006 for 
The Good Doctor and in 2010 for In a Strange Room); Kazuo Ishiguro (won in 1989 for The Remains of 
the Day; shortlisted in 2005 for Never Let Me Go, in 2000 for When we were Orphans and in 1986 for 
An Artist of the Floating World); Mary Lawson (longlisted in 2006 for The Other Side of the Bridge); 
Richard Powers (shortlisted in 2018 for The Overstory and longlisted in 2014 for Orfeo); and Sunjeev 
Sahota (shortlisted in 2015 for The Year of the Runaways). 
 
Six of the longlisted books come from independent publishers: Bloomsbury, Granta, Faber, and 
Holland House Books. Faber has won the prize seven times before — the second highest number of 
wins for any publisher, just behind PRH imprint Jonathan Cape which has won eight times. 
 
In a collaboration with technology specialist Jellybooks, the longlisted titles are available to explore 
via a dedicated online 2021 Booker Prize Magazine. Powered by Jellybooks’ new interactive online 
platform, the magazine enables readers to learn more about each book and read a sample. The 2021 
Booker Prize Magazine will be accessible here: jbks.co/the-2021-longlist 

The shortlist and winner announcements 
 
The shortlist of six books will be announced on Tuesday 14 September. The shortlisted authors each 
receive £2,500 and a specially bound edition of their book.  
 
The 2021 winner will be announced on Wednesday 3 November in an award ceremony held in 
partnership with the BBC at Broadcasting House’s Radio Theatre. It will be broadcast live on BBC 
Radio 4’s Front Row, BBC iPlayer, BBC Arts, and BBC News Channel. The winner of the 2021 Booker 
Prize receives £50,000 and can expect international recognition. 
 
The 2020 Booker Prize for Fiction was won by Douglas Stuart for his debut novel Shuggie Bain. In the 
first full week after the announcement, the book sold more than 25,000 copies in the UK, a 1900% 
increase on the week preceding the announcement. Shuggie Bain has been to Number 1 in The Times 
and the LA Times bestseller lists, Number 2 in The Sunday Times bestseller list, and Number 3 in The 
New York Times bestseller list. It was chosen as the ‘Book of the Year’ by The Times and the Daily 
Telegraph and won both ‘Debut of the Year’ and ‘Book of the Year’ at the 2021 British Book Awards. 
It is now published or forthcoming in 40 territories and has already sold over three-quarters of a 
million copies in its Picador editions. TV and film rights have been sold to Scott Rudin/A24 for a 
planned TV series. 

The leading prize for quality fiction in English 
  
First awarded in 1969, The Booker Prize is recognised as the leading prize for literary fiction written 
in English. The list of former winners features many of the literary giants of the last five decades: 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/3kGTCjqOhG1BwWtR6kHb?domain=jbks.co


 

from Iris Murdoch to Salman Rushdie, V.S. Naipaul to Hilary Mantel. 
 
The rules of the prize were changed at the end of 2013 to embrace the English language ‘in all its 
vigour, its vitality, its versatility and its glory’, opening it up to writers beyond the UK and 
Commonwealth, providing they were writing novels in English and published in the UK. 
 
The Booker Prize is supported by Crankstart, a charitable foundation.  
 
Longlisted books: judges’ comments 

 

A Passage North, Anuk Arudpragasam  

‘A Passage North is quiet by serendipity, possessing its power not on its face, but in hidden, 
subterranean places. It has a simple conceit which revolves around the philosophy of the present as 
a disease of the past. It is in subverting our sense of time and even of how a story should be told 
that this novel achieves its strongest effect and strikes an indelible mark on the reader’s soul.’  

Second Place, Rachel Cusk  

‘We were astounded by Cusk’s slim volume, which teems with questions about art, love and what it 
takes to live a free life, told in exquisite prose and with a forensic eye for social observation. And 
there are moments of farce in Second Place that will make you laugh out loud (or squirm in your 
seat).’ 

The Promise, Damon Galgut  

‘The Promise is a testament to the flourishing of the novel in the 21st century. Here, nothing is as it 
seems. The standard narrative logic of an omniscient narrator is here expanded and reinvented to 
create an eye so intrusive its gaze is totally untrammelled. It is through these eyes that the fate of 
a white South African family burdened with old lives, old wounds, crimes against humanity, dark 
history, and misreckonings, becomes, cumulatively, the fate of South Africa itself.’   

The Sweetness of Water, Nathan Harris  

‘This debut novel astonished us as much for its wise, lyrical voice as for its dense realisation of a 
fictional small town in the American South at a rarely written-about moment, the immediate 
aftermath of the Civil War. We were incredibly impressed by the way it probes themes of trans-
historical importance—about race, sexuality, violence, and grief—through meticulously-drawn 
characters and a patient examination of their relationships.’ 

Klara and the Sun, Kazuo Ishiguro  

‘What stays with you in Klara and the Sun is the haunting narrative voice — a genuinely innocent, 
ego-less perspective on the strange behaviour of humans obsessed and wounded by power, status 
and fear. This is a fiction that not only asks in general about the nature of consciousness and 
personal dignity but presses home the assumptions we make about how we value some 
consciousnesses more than others and how we make others serve the cause of our survival.’ 
 
An Island, Karen Jennings  
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‘An Island concerns itself with lives lived on the margins, through the story of a man who has exiled 
himself from the known world only to find himself called to the service of others, themselves exiled 
from the world by cruelty and circumstance. It is on these grounds that this writer deftly constructs 
a moving, transfixing novel of loss, political upheaval, history, identity, all rendered in majestic and 
extraordinary prose.’ 

A Town Called Solace, Mary Lawson  

‘This deftly-structured novel draws together the stories of three people at three different stages in 
life, each of whom is grappling with loss. We were captivated by A Town Called Solace’s beautifully 
paced, compassionate, sometimes wry examination of small-town lives.’ 

No One is Talking About This, Patricia Lockwood  

‘How does the relentlessly self-ironising and unserious language of the social media adept deal with 
the actualities of ordinary, terrible human suffering? Can influencers find any words for loss? No 
One is Talking About This is a brilliantly funny book about tragedy and survival. It never takes itself 
seriously; it never takes seriously its own lack of seriousness either. A very uncomfortable book, 
which makes its fundamental and simple compassion all the more powerful.’ 

The Fortune Men, Nadifa Mohamed  

‘Racial diversity is seldom if ever a plain binary opposition. The Fortune Men is a wonderful 
evocation of a particularly rich diversity, the many-faceted life of dockland Cardiff in the 1950s. 
Each cultural voice is drawn out richly and sympathetically. But the story is rightly dominated by a 
single, shocking instance of legal violence against an individual. A reminder that the scars of the 
murderous effects of routine and unquestioned racism are not quickly healed, and shouldn't be.’ 

Bewilderment, Richard Powers  

‘We were very moved by Bewilderment, which follows a widowed astrobiologist and his young son 
as they find their way in a world that has cast the boy as aberrant. (“I wanted to tell the man that 
everyone alive […] was on the spectrum. That’s what a spectrum is.”) Powers thrills us with 
intricate scientific ideas even as he inhabits the consciousness of the grieving, non-neurotypical 
child — and shows us the loneliness and complexity involved in parenting him.’ 

China Room by Sunjeev Sahota 

‘Weaving together two timelines and two continents, China Room struck us as a brilliant twist on 
the novel of immigrant experience, considering in subtle and moving ways the trauma handed down 
from one generation to the next. In crisp, clean prose, and with a dash of melodramatic action, 
Sahota turns these heavy themes into something filled with love, hope and humour.’  

Great Circle, Maggie Shipstead  

‘We were blown away by the ambition and epic sweep of this beautifully written novel about the 
doomed fictional aviatrix Marian Graves and a Hollywood actress cast in her biopic decades later.  
We felt that we knew these people and found ourselves comparing the experience of reading it to 
that of reading some of the great novels of the 19th century. Yet, Great Circle is fresh and utterly 
unusual.’ 

 



 

 

Light Perpetual, Francis Spufford  

‘Light Perpetual opens with a bang — a V2 rocket hits a Woolworths in South London in 1944, killing 
five children — and continues with an arresting counterfactual. What if they had lived? An absorbing 
chronicle of the five’s possible trajectories into old age, the novel made us reflect on the 
contingencies in every human life, and the purpose of fiction itself.’ 

ENDS 

For all press enquiries please contact the Four Culture team: 

Hannah Davies Hannah.Davies@FourCommunications.com | +44 (0) 7891 423 421 
Harriet Clarke Harriet.Clarke@FourCommunications.com  | +44 (0) 7384 917 947 

 
Notes to Editors 
 

• Longlisted book synopses, author biographies, author images and jacket images are available 
to download here 
 

• The 2021 longlist consists of 13 books.  The rules state that a longlist of 12 or 13 books – 
‘The Booker Dozen’ – is to be selected, followed by a shortlist of six from which the winner 
is chosen. UK and Irish publishers may submit works of long form fiction written in the 
English language and published in the UK or Ireland between 1 October 2020 and 30 
September 2021. The number of works a publisher can submit will depend on that 
publisher’s inclusion in longlists over the previous five years, as follows: 
 

- Publishers with no longlistings – 1 submission  
- Publishers with 1 or 2 longlisting(s) – 2 submissions  
- Publishers with 3 or 4 longlistings – 3 submissions  
- Publishers with 5 or more longlistings – 4 submissions  

 
This means that the number of submissions for each publisher may change from year to 
year. A new work by any author who has previously been shortlisted for The Booker Prize 
(pre-2002 or post-2018) or Man Booker Prize (2002-2018) is automatically eligible. 
 
The judges also ‘call-in’ a number of works each year. In addition to their main 
submission(s), a publisher may provide a list of up to five titles for consideration, 
accompanied by a justification from the editor. The judges are required to call-in no fewer 
than eight and no more than 12 of these titles. The judges are also permitted to call-in 
other works published within the requisite dates, even if the work has not been submitted 
through any other route. 
 
Novels published in Ireland have been eligible since 2018. 

 
• The Booker Prize for Fiction was first awarded in 1969 and was called The Man Booker Prize 

for Fiction when sponsored by Man Group from 2002-2018.  
 

• The International Booker Prize is awarded annually for the best single work of fiction 
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translated into English and published in the UK. It was known as the Man Booker 
International Prize when sponsored by Man Group. The £50,000 prize is divided equally 
between the author and the translator. Each shortlisted author and translator receives 
£1,000. The 2021 winner was At Night All Blood is Black written by David Diop and 
translated by Anna Moschovakis. The 2022 judging panel is chaired by translator Frank 
Wynne and consists of: author and academic Merve Emre; lawyer and writer Petina Gappah; 
TV presenter, writer and actor Mel Giedroyc; and translator and author Jeremy Tiang. 

 
• For a full history of the prize including previous winners, shortlisted authors and judges visit 

the website: www.thebookerprizes.com  
 

• The Booker Prize Foundation is a registered charity (no 1090049) established in 2002. It is 
responsible for the award of The Booker Prize for Fiction and for The International Booker 
Prize. The trustees of the Booker Prize Foundation are: Mark Damazer (chair) – freelance 
journalist and former broadcast executive; Tony Damer (treasurer) – member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants; Nick Barley – director, Edinburgh International Book 
Festival; Bidisha SK Mamata – writer, critic and broadcaster; Carol Lake – managing director, 
Philanthropy Executive at JPMorgan Chase; Ben Okri - poet and author; MT Rainey – 
strategist, agency founder and social entrepreneur; Professor Louise Richardson – vice 
chancellor of the University of Oxford; Nicki Sheard – digital and social media executive; 
The Rt Hon. Lord David Willetts – writer, ex-minister and advocate of fairness between the 
generations. 
 

• The Booker Prize Foundation Advisory Committee, which advises on any changes to the rules 
and on the selection of the judges, represents all aspects of the book world. Its members 
are: Nic Bottomley – co-founder, Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights; Jamie Byng – 
publisher, Canongate Books; Lamia Dabboussy – interim head of arts, BBC; James Daunt – 
managing director of Waterstones; Jonathan Douglas CBE – director of the National Literacy 
Trust; Adam Freudenheim – publisher, Pushkin Press; Daniel Hahn OBE - writer and 
translator; Peter Kemp – chief fiction reviewer, The Sunday Times; Sharmaine Lovegrove – 
publisher, Dialogue Books; Emma Paterson – agent, Aitken Alexander Associates; Fiammetta 
Rocco – chief culture correspondent, The Economist and 1843 and The International Booker 
Prize Administrator; Eve Smith – Secretary, Booker Prize Foundation; Boyd Tonkin – writer 
and critic; Helen Williams – Legal Counsel of Booker Group plc. It is chaired by Gaby Wood - 
Director, Booker Prize Foundation.   
 

• Crankstart, a charitable foundation, is the exclusive funder of The Booker Prize and The 
International Booker Prize. 
 

• The Director of the Booker Prize Foundation is Gaby Wood. The Administrator of The 
International Booker Prize is Fiammetta Rocco, senior editor and culture correspondent of 
The Economist and 1843. 
 

• Four Culture handles PR, comms and event management for the prizes and provides all 
events and administrative back-up. 
 

• Booker Group is the UK's leading food & drink wholesaler with branches nationwide and a 
delivery network. It serves over 400,000 catering customers and 100,000 independent 
retailers. 

 
• The Booker Prize Foundation has a longstanding partnership with RNIB (Royal National 

Institute of Blind People). The Foundation funds the production of the shortlisted titles in 

http://www.thebookerprizes.com/


 

braille, giant print and audio, which the RNIB produces by the date the winner is 
announced. The accessible versions are then made available to the tens of thousands of 
blind and partially sighted members of the RNIB Library. People with sight loss have a 
limited choice of books in accessible formats and often have to wait much longer than their 
sighted peers for titles to be made available to them – and there are many more books that 
they will never have the chance to read. The Foundation is working with RNIB to change this 
story. For further information contact the RNIB PR Team on 020 7391 2223 or 
pressoffice@rnib.org.uk    
 

• The Booker Prize Foundation has partnered with the National Literary Trust since 2012 to 
deliver Books Unlocked. The Foundation funds the programme, which has transformed the 
lives of prisoners and young offenders in the UK by helping them develop a love of reading. 
Prisoners are able to engage with high-quality writing as copies of Booker Prize shortlisted 
titles are sent out to prison reading groups. These same titles are also serialised as 
audiobooks on National Prison Radio, which is broadcast into c.80,000 cells, enabling still 
more prisoners to experience these exceptional stories. Authors go into prisons to discuss 
their writing directly with reading groups and many also record interviews on National Prison 
Radio. The shared vision for Books Unlocked is to bring about positive change in prisoners’ 
life chances. Since 1993, the National Literacy Trust has led the campaign to transform the 
future of the UK’s most disadvantaged young people by improving their literacy levels: 
literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/books-unlocked/    
 

• The Booker Prize Archive was given on loan in 2003 to Oxford Brookes University, where it 
now resides. 

 

Four Culture, July 2021 
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