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The Booker Prize Book Club Challenge  
 

For the first time in its history, the Booker Prize opens up the winner 
ceremony and shortlist party to books clubs all over the UK 

 
www.thebookerprizes.com 

@TheBookerPrizes|#BookerPrize2022 

 

“Does your book club think it has what it takes to be Booker Prize judges - and would you like to 

be in with a chance to attend this year’s Booker Prize ceremony? We want to hear from you!” 

Gaby Wood, Director of the Booker Prize Foundation 

 

 

Today, 12 July, The Booker Prize launches its very first competition to win seats at the winner 

ceremony, and invites book clubs all over Britain to join the judges as they assess the books on the 

2022 shortlist. 

 

The six shortlisted book clubs will be selected by this year’s judging panel, chaired by Neil 

MacGregor. Representatives from each group will be given an all-expenses-paid trip to the 2022 

Booker Prize shortlist party at the Serpentine Gallery in London, where they will be present for the 

live announcement of the list, and given a copy per member of their allocated book to read and 

discuss. 

 

The Booker Prize Book Club Challenge has been launched in partnership with The Reading Agency, 

which will coordinate the entries.   

 

The 2022 Booker Prize judges – Neil MacGregor, Shahidha Bari, Helen Castor, M. John Harrison and 

Alain Mabanckou – will be looking for the most interesting, passionate and wide-ranging set of 

readers possible, as well as those willing to shout the loudest about this year’s Booker Prize 

http://www.thebookerprizes.com/


 

shortlist on social media so that readers everywhere can follow the judging process and enjoy the 

books. 

 

In the weeks leading up to the winner announcement, the judges will read and assess all of the six 

book groups’ social media activity relating to their assigned books. Two members of the group 

which, in the judges’ opinion, has provided the most original and engaging reviews will be invited 

to attend the 2022 Booker Prize ceremony and dinner at the Roundhouse in London on Monday, 17 

October. 

 

To support and stimulate discussions, a range of materials will be available via The Booker Prize 

online – the website and channels on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, TikTok and YouTube. 

 

Applications are open to book clubs from across the UK, from all backgrounds. Anyone interested, 

please visit https://readinggroups.org/news/the-booker-prize-book-club-challenge. The deadline 

for applications is 12 August 2022. 

 

Gaby Wood, Director of the Booker Prize Foundation, says:  

“In order to protect the nervous systems of the shortlisted authors, it’s essential that the Booker 

Prize judges’ deliberations remain confidential. But we’ve always wanted to find a way to share 

the liveliness and excitement of judging meetings with the general public. Now, with the Booker 

Prize Book Club Challenge, impassioned readers across the country can feel some of that drama. 

Though they won’t be comparing one book against the others, they’ll each be reading one book 

closely – which is something the judges do too. By the time the judges decide on a winner, they 

will have read those six books three times. So to have book clubs read alongside them will be as 

close to companionship as secret decision-making can get.” 

 

Karen Napier, CEO of The Reading Agency, says:  

"We have been a proud supporter of the Booker Prizes for years and are pleased to continue this 

with the Booker Prize Book Club Challenge. The opportunity for reading groups to immerse 

themselves in the excitement of the Booker Prize and joy of reading the shortlisted titles, 

champions our values as a charity. We hope that groups across the UK will want to get involved 

and that maybe some new groups will form to enjoy this experience together.” 

 

The Booker Prize longlist, shortlist and winner announcements 

The judging panel will be looking for the best work of long-form fiction, selected from entries 

published in the UK and Ireland between 1 October 2021 and 30 September 2022. 

 

The longlist of 12 or 13 books will be announced at 15:00 BST on Tuesday 26 July.  

The shortlist of six books will be announced at an event at the Serpentine Pavilion on Tuesday 6 

September. The shortlisted authors each receive £2,500 and a specially bound edition of their book.  

 

The 2022 winner will be announced on Monday 17 October in an award ceremony held at The 

Roundhouse. The winner of the 2022 Booker Prize receives £50,000 and can expect international 

https://readinggroups.org/news/the-booker-prize-book-club-challenge


 

recognition. 

 

The 2021 Booker Prize for Fiction was won by Damon Galgut with The Promise. The morning after the 

announcement, the book was number one on Amazon’s bestseller chart. Two weeks after the win, 

Chatto & Windus announced that it had reprinted 153,000 copies of The Promise, having sold 23,878 

copies in hardback, 14,622 of which sold in the two weeks following the news, a 1,925% jump in 

volume compared with the two weeks before. 

 

 

The leading prize for quality fiction in English 

  

First awarded in 1969, The Booker Prize is recognised as the leading prize for literary fiction written 

in English. The list of former winners features many of the literary giants of the last five decades: 

from Iris Murdoch to Salman Rushdie, V.S. Naipaul to Hilary Mantel. 

 

The rules of the prize were changed at the end of 2013 to embrace the English language ‘in all its 

vigour, its vitality, its versatility and its glory’, opening it up to writers beyond the UK and 

Commonwealth, providing they were writing novels in English and published in the UK. 

 

The Booker Prize is supported by Crankstart, a charitable foundation.  

 

ENDS 

For all press enquiries please contact the Four Culture team: 

Julie Holman Julie.Holman@FourCommunications.com | +44 (0)7841 672 393 

Eleanor Gibson Eleanor.Gibson@FourCommunications.com | +44 (0)7384 525 244 

About The Reading Agency: 

The Reading Agency is a national charity that tackles life’s big challenges through the proven power 

of reading. We work closely with partners to develop and deliver programmes for people of all ages 

and backgrounds; our vision is for a world where everyone is reading their way to a better life. We 

help 1.9 million people benefit from reading every year, through our programmes, our tireless 

campaigning, our excellent networks and our power to influence, challenge and make change 

happen. www.readingagency.org.uk   

 

Notes to Editors 

 

 The Booker Prize for Fiction was first awarded in 1969 and was called The Man Booker Prize 
for Fiction when sponsored by Man Group from 2002-2018.  

 

 The International Booker Prize is awarded annually for the best single work of fiction 
translated into English and published in the UK. It was known until 2019 as the Man Booker 
International Prize when sponsored by Man Group. The £50,000 prize is divided equally 
between the author and the translator. From 2022, each shortlisted author and translator 
receives £2,500. The announcement of the 2022 winner, Tomb of Sand, written by 

http://www.themanbookerprize.com/people/iris-murdoch
http://www.themanbookerprize.com/people/salman-rushdie
http://www.themanbookerprize.com/people/hilary-mantel
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Geetanjali Shree and translated by Daisy Rockwell, was met with both public and critical 
acclaim. The novel made history as the first book originally written in any Indian language 
to win the prize. The book’s publisher, Tilted Axis, ordered a 15,000 re-print the day after 
the winner announcement, and HarperVia acquired the rights in the US. Sales saw a 877% 
jump week on week in volume.  
 

 The 2022 International Booker Prize judging panel was chaired by Frank Wynne, translator 
and consists of: author and academic, Merve Emre; writer and lawyer, Petina Gappah; 
writer, comedian and TV, radio and podcast presenter, Viv Groskop; and translator and 
author, Jeremy Tiang. 
 

 The Booker Prizes online – the website and our channels on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, 
TikTok and You Tube – is the home for the Booker Prizes past and present. As well as a full 
history of our previous winners, nominated authors and judges, it is also a hub for year-
round editorial content around our 500 or so books and authors, designed to engage readers 
with both prizes and to foster a lifelong love of reading. 
 

 The Booker Prize Foundation is a registered charity (no 1090049) established in 2002. It is 
responsible for the award of The Booker Prize for Fiction and for The International Booker 
Prize. The trustees of the Booker Prize Foundation are: Mark Damazer (chair) – freelance 
journalist and former broadcast executive; Tony Damer (treasurer) – member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants; Nick Barley – director, Edinburgh International Book 
Festival; Carol Lake – President of the JPMorgan Chase Foundation; Ben Okri - poet and 
author; MT Rainey – strategist, agency founder and social entrepreneur; Professor Dame 
Louise Richardson – vice chancellor of the University of Oxford; Nicki Sheard – chief 
marketing officer, BBC Studios; The Rt Hon. Lord David Willetts – writer, ex-minister and 
advocate of fairness between the generations. 
 

 The Booker Prize Foundation Advisory Committee, which advises on any changes to the rules 
and on the selection of the judges, represents all aspects of the book world. Its members 
are: Nic Bottomley – co-founder, Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights; Jamie Byng – 
publisher, Canongate Books; James Daunt – managing director of Waterstones; Jonathan 
Douglas CBE – director of the National Literacy Trust; Adam Freudenheim – publisher, 
Pushkin Press; Daniel Hahn OBE - writer and translator; Sharmaine Lovegrove – publisher, 
Dialogue Books; Emma Paterson – agent, Aitken Alexander Associates; Fiammetta Rocco – 
senior editor and culture correspondent, The Economist and The International Booker Prize 
Administrator; Eve Smith – Secretary, Booker Prize Foundation; Boyd Tonkin – writer and 
critic; Helen Williams – Legal Counsel of Booker Group plc. It is chaired by Gaby Wood - 
Director, Booker Prize Foundation.   
 

 Crankstart, a charitable foundation, is the exclusive funder of The Booker Prize and The 
International Booker Prize. 
 

 The Director of the Booker Prize Foundation is Gaby Wood. The Administrator of The 
International Booker Prize is Fiammetta Rocco – senior editor and culture correspondent, 
The Economist. 
 

 Four Culture handles PR, comms and event management for the prizes and provides all 
events and administrative back-up. 
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https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/_QovC32KfGVxlQCQH85n?domain=tiktok.com/
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/CGbpC4RYtmG6O1UMoClL?domain=youtube.com


 

 Booker Group is the UK's leading food & drink wholesaler with branches nationwide and a 
delivery network. It serves over 400,000 catering customers and 100,000 independent 
retailers. 
 

 The Booker Prize Foundation has a longstanding partnership with RNIB (Royal National 
Institute of Blind People). The Foundation funds the production of The Booker Prize for 
Fiction shortlisted titles in braille and audio, which the RNIB produces by the date the 
winner is announced. It also funds the production of the winner of the International Booker 
Prize in these formats. The accessible versions are then made available to the tens of 
thousands of blind and partially sighted members of the RNIB Library. People with sight loss 
have a limited choice of books in accessible formats and often have to wait much longer 
than their sighted peers for titles to be made available to them – and there are many more 
books that they will never have the chance to read. The Foundation is working with RNIB to 
change this story. For further information contact the RNIB PR Team on 020 7391 2223 or 
pressoffice@rnib.org.uk  
 

 The Booker Prize Foundation has partnered with the National Literary Trust since 2012 to 
deliver Books Unlocked. The Foundation funds the programme, which has transformed the 
lives of prisoners and young offenders in the UK by helping them develop a love of reading. 
Prisoners are able to engage with high-quality writing as copies of The Booker Prize for 
Fiction and International Booker Prize shortlisted titles are sent out to prison reading 
groups. These same titles are also serialised as audiobooks on National Prison Radio, which 
is broadcast into c.80,000 cells, enabling still more prisoners to experience these 
exceptional stories. Authors go into prisons to discuss their writing directly with reading 
groups and many also record interviews on National Prison Radio. The shared vision for 
Books Unlocked is to bring about positive change in prisoners’ life chances. Since 1993, the 
National Literacy Trust has led the campaign to transform the future of the UK’s most 
disadvantaged young people by improving their literacy levels: 
literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/books-unlocked/     
 

 The Booker Prize Archive was given on loan in 2003 to Oxford Brookes University, where it 
now resides. 
 
 

 

Four Culture,  
July 2022 
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