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The 2021 Booker Prize Winner Ceremony 

Hotly anticipated live BBC broadcast will feature high-profile guests and reach 
millions globally 

 
• Hosted by Samira Ahmed and broadcast live by the BBC on Wednesday 3 November  
• The six shortlisted authors brought together from all over the world to gather in person 
• 30 years on from his historic Booker win, Ben Okri reflects on how the prize changed his life 
• Last year’s winner Douglas Stuart has tea with HRH The Duchess of Cornwall at Clarence 

House in an encounter postponed by Covid 
• Filmed extracts from the shortlisted books directed by three talented BBC Arts supported 

New Creatives graduates and featuring rising stars 
• Special episode of BBC TWO’s Inside Culture featuring Booker Prize winners airs this Friday  

Today, Thursday 14 October 2021, the Booker Prize unveils the programme for its 2021 winner 
ceremony filled with exciting names from the prize’s past and present. As part of an ongoing 
partnership between Booker and the BBC, the event will be broadcast from the BBC’s Radio Theatre 
on Wednesday 3 November from 7.15-8pm GMT. It will be a world-class audio experience on BBC 
Radio 4’s Front Row and a unique visual experience on BBC iPlayer, the BBC News Channel and BBC 
World News, with a combined audience of millions worldwide. 

The ceremony will include a one-off recorded conversation between long-term champion of the 
prize, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, and 2020 winner Douglas Stuart about his life-changing year 
since winning with Shuggie Bain. The BBC’s Samira Ahmed will also interview Stuart live on the 
night, along with poet and novelist Ben Okri, who won the Booker in 1991 with The Famished Road. 
Three decades on from Okri’s win, they will discuss why books matter. 

All six shortlisted authors — Anuk Arudpragasam, Damon Galgut, Patricia Lockwood, Nadifa 
Mohamed, Richard Powers and Maggie Shipstead — will join the ceremony in person, and as part of 
a series of pre-recorded filmed interviews.  



 

For the first time, the Booker Prize has partnered with the BBC to produce six short films for the 
shortlisted books. The films have been created by three gifted new directors, Yero Timi-Biu, Liam 
Young and Christine Ubochi, who are graduates of New Creatives, a scheme funded by Arts Council 
England and BBC Arts to highlight the best of emerging film and TV talent. They will premiere on 
BBC digital platforms and the new Booker Prizes website in the week before the ceremony, and be 
aired during the event itself. The actors featuring in this year’s films are: Paul G Raymond in A 
Passage North; David Jonsson in The Promise; Fiona Button in No One is Talking About This; Elmi 
Rashid Elmi in The Fortune Men; Luke Norris in Bewilderment; and Ria Zmitrowicz in Great Circle. 
The directors have been mentored by Rural Media on behalf of the BBC. More information can be 
found on the Booker Prizes website here.  

This year’s chair of judges, historian Maya Jasanoff, will be interviewed during the ceremony by 
Ahmed. Jasanoff will then announce the winner of the £50,000 Booker Prize, whom she and her  
fellow judges ― writer and editor Horatia Harrod; actor Natascha McElhone; twice Booker-
shortlisted novelist and professor Chigozie Obioma; and writer and former Archbishop Rowan 
Williams ― have chosen. 

The winner will accept their trophy before delivering an acceptance speech and sharing their 
reaction with Ahmed. They will also be interviewed for the BBC News at Ten by arts correspondent 
Rebecca Jones. 

On display at the Radio Theatre will be this year’s six bespoke bound books, created for the 
shortlisted authors by individual makers who are members of Designer Bookbinders. 

While the prize organisers had hoped to invite a full live audience this year, Covid protocols have so 
far prevented it. Instead there will be a small private event in London to celebrate the shortlisted 
authors and the winner. The hope is that next year will bring the possibility of celebrating in person 
with a broader group of enthusiastic readers. 

Additional rolling content will be available on BBC Arts Digital which will give audiences the 
opportunity to join in the discussion about the shortlist during the afternoon and evening of 3 
November as the anticipation builds for the winner announcement. 

Ahead of the winner ceremony, there are plenty of opportunities for readers to get to know the 
shortlisted authors and their books including in Front Row’s Booker Book Groups, airing each week 
night from 7.15pm BST on Radio 4 from 21 October to 1 November, and in hybrid events at 
Coventry University on 29 October and Southbank Centre on 31 October. After the announcement, 
there are a series of digital events with the winner: Guardian Live on 9 November and as part of 
the Hay Festival Winter Weekend on 15 November. More details here. 

This Friday 15 October at 7.30pm BST, there will be a special episode of BBC TWO’s Inside Culture 
devoted to reading. Presented by Shahidha Bari, it will include discussion with three former Booker 
winners: Eleanor Catton, Marlon James and John Banville.  
 
 

― Ends ― 

https://thebookerprizes.com/gifted-new-talent-to-direct-films-for-the-2021-booker-prize-ceremony
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts
https://thebookerprizes.com/events


 

 

 

More information about the prize is available at: 
www.thebookerprizes.com 

 @TheBookerPrizes |#2021BookerPrize| #BookerPrize 

 
For all press enquiries please contact the Four Culture team: 

 
Hannah Davies Hannah.Davies@FourCommunications.com | +44 (0) 7891 423 421 
Harriet Clarke Harriet.Clarke@FourCommunications.com  | +44 (0) 7384 917 947 

 
Notes to Editors

 

• Director biographies: 
 
Yero Timi-Biu (b. 1992) is a British-Nigerian writer-director for TV and film, who has worked 
with the BBC, Channel 4, BFI and Sky. Yero is also a story editor for audio and worked on 
The Bias Diagnosis, an original Audible commission. Her award-winning short films Signs and 
Beneath the Surface have played at international festivals such as Encounters, Aesthetica 
and the BFI Future Film Festival, where she won a new talent award.  Her most recent film, 
0.5%, was commissioned by BBC Arts and will be released on iPlayer. With over a decade of 
experience, Yero’s first job was at the BBC during her A-Levels. Now she has original shows 
in development with various indies – including her first YA novel adaptation for the screen – 
and was one of Edinburgh TV Festival's prestigious 'Ones to Watch' candidates for 2020. 
 
Other than A Passage North and The Fortune Men, books Yero has recently enjoyed include 
Empress & Aniya by Candice Carty-Williams and Dear Senthuran by Akwaeke Emezi. 

 
Christine Ubochi (b.1998) is a London-based creative, with keen interests in lifting up the 
voices of those from underrepresented groups in society, specifically Black women. After 
working with the BBC on her short film, The Skin I Move In – a simple portrayal of women 
existing beyond their relationships with men – and the audio drama En Justice, Christine 
worked as a Shadow Director on Alice Seabright’s BBC1 show, Chloe. She wrote her first 
screenplay in 2018 after feeling uninspired by her university degree and created a short film 
with friends. From then, she has sought out opportunities to make her ideas a reality and 
hopes to continue sharing stories, whether that’s through her own productions or working 
with others. She currently has two scripts in development.  
 
After working on the short filmed extract from The Promise and Great Circle, she is 
alternating between re-reading them both, and trying not to be biased before the Booker 
winner is decided.   
 
Liam Young (b. 1995) is an award-winning filmmaker from the West Midlands. He writes, 
directs and produces full-time for an agency in Birmingham. His most recent short, Pub Kid – 
a film about the awkwardness that a child feels when exploring a pub full of pie-eyed 
parents and lairy locals – appeared on BBC4 in early 2021 and has gone on to win multiple 
awards all over the world. He will be making another short next year and is currently 
looking into representation as a director to take the next step in his career. 
 

http://www.thebookerprizes.com/
mailto:Hannah.Davies@FourCommunications.com
mailto:Harriet.Clarke@FourCommunications.com


 

Liam is very proud of his working-class Black Country background and always tries to include 
that in his films. When not writing or watching films, he can be found watching football, 
running a small clothing company or reading autobiographies (latest pick: Seth Rogen’s, 
Yearbook). 
 

• Actor credits: 
David Jonsson (Industry, Deep State, Endeavour)  
Elmi Rashid Elmi (The Swimmers, Dune, The Barbershop Chronicles) 
Fiona Button (The Split, Out of her Mind) 
Luke Norris (Poldark, Our World War, Been So Long)  
Paul G Raymond (Black Mirror, Buffering, Bridgerton, Kiri) 
Ria Zmitrowicz (On The Edge, Three Girls and BAFTA Breakthrough Brits 2018)   

 
• Images of the shortlisted authors and books, judges, actors, directors and special guests, as 

well as stills from the films are available to download here 
 

• Shortlist book synopses and author biogs can be found on The Booker Prize website here. 
Details of all events can be found here. 
 

• Live coverage of the Booker Prize Ceremony is commissioned by BBC Arts as part of an 
autumn of awards ceremonies across BBC TV, Radio and digital platforms. The 
Commissioning Editor is Stephen James-Yeoman. Details here 
 

• BBC Arts Digital for The 2021 Booker Prize can be found here 
 

• Front Row, BBC Radio 4, is produced by Simon Richardson. The editor is Alice Feinstein.  
 

• Inside Culture presented by Shahidha Bari is a BBC Studios Production for BBC TWO and BBC 
Arts. The Executive Producer is Tanya Hudson and the Series Producer is Catherine Abbott. 
 

• New Creatives was a national talent development scheme that encouraged artists aged 16-
30 to push creative boundaries and reflect their experiences of living in Britain today in 
short form for film and audio. Funded by Arts Council England and BBC Arts, over two years, 
New Creatives has given 500 artists the chance to develop their technical and creative skills 
and the opportunity to have their New Creatives’ commissions broadcast on BBC platforms. 
 

• Rural Media is a Hereford-based production company and charity producing award-winning 
films, audio and immersive media. Founded over 25 years ago we have a reputation, locally 
and nationally, for telling powerful stories from unheard voices and nurturing emerging 
creative talent from diverse backgrounds. We create issue-driven films and audio, heritage 
and immersive arts projects that raise awareness, influence social change and celebrate 
rural life. In 2018 Rural Media was chosen to be the New Creatives production hub for the 
Midlands finding and supporting young creatives living or studying in the area.   

  
• HRH The Duchess of Cornwall has supported The Booker Prize every year since 2013. She 

presented the prize to Anna Burns in 2018 and in 2019 The Duchess invited the joint 
winners, Margaret Atwood and Bernardine Evaristo, for tea at Clarence House.   
 

• This year’s makers from Designer Bookbinders who have created the book bindings are: Tom 
McEwan (A Passage North by Anuk Arudpragasam); Kate Holland (The Promise by Damon 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ipvwlg2yz52e7pl/AAAIcF29Hyb3UNpfOFTHGxCJa?dl=0
https://thebookerprizes.com/the-booker-prize
https://thebookerprizes.com/events
https://www.bbc.co.uk/mediacentre/2021/bbc-arts-prizes
https://www.bbc.co.uk/arts


 

Galgut); Mark Cockram (No-one is Talking About This by Patricia Lockwood); Stephen 
Conway (The Fortune Men by Nadifa Mohamed); Glenn Bartley (Bewilderment by Richard 
Powers); and Sue Doggett (Great Circle by Maggie Shipstead). 

• The Booker Prize for Fiction was first awarded in 1969 and was called The Man Booker Prize 
for Fiction when sponsored by Man Group from 2002-2018.  
 

• The International Booker Prize is awarded annually for the best single work of fiction 
translated into English and published in the UK. It was known as the Man Booker 
International Prize when sponsored by Man Group. The £50,000 prize is divided equally 
between the author and the translator. Each shortlisted author and translator receives 
£1,000. The 2021 winner was At Night All Blood is Black written by David Diop and 
translated by Anna Moschovakis. The 2022 judging panel is chaired by translator Frank 
Wynne and consists of: author and academic Merve Emre; lawyer and writer Petina Gappah; 
writer, critic, broadcaster and stand-up comedian Viv Groskop; and translator and author 
Jeremy Tiang. 
 

• For a full history of the prize including previous winners, shortlisted authors and judges visit 
the website: www.thebookerprizes.com  
 

• The Booker Prize Foundation is a registered charity (no 1090049) established in 2002. It is 
responsible for the award of The Booker Prize for Fiction and for The International Booker 
Prize. The trustees of the Booker Prize Foundation are: Mark Damazer (chair) – freelance 
journalist and former broadcast executive; Tony Damer (treasurer) – member of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants; Nick Barley – director, Edinburgh International Book 
Festival; Bidisha SK Mamata – writer, critic and broadcaster; Carol Lake – managing director, 
Philanthropy Executive at JPMorgan Chase; Ben Okri - poet and author; MT Rainey – 
strategist, agency founder and social entrepreneur; Professor Louise Richardson – vice 
chancellor of the University of Oxford; Nicki Sheard – digital and social media executive; 
The Rt Hon. Lord David Willetts – writer, ex-minister and advocate of fairness between the 
generations. 
 

• The Booker Prize Foundation Advisory Committee, which advises on any changes to the rules 
and on the selection of the judges, represents all aspects of the book world. Its members 
are: Nic Bottomley – co-founder, Mr B’s Emporium of Reading Delights; Jamie Byng – 
publisher, Canongate Books; Lamia Dabboussy – interim head of arts, BBC; James Daunt – 
managing director of Waterstones; Jonathan Douglas CBE – director of the National Literacy 
Trust; Adam Freudenheim – publisher, Pushkin Press; Daniel Hahn OBE - writer and 
translator; Peter Kemp – chief fiction reviewer, The Sunday Times; Sharmaine Lovegrove – 
publisher, Dialogue Books; Emma Paterson – agent, Aitken Alexander Associates; Fiammetta 
Rocco – chief culture correspondent, The Economist and 1843 and The International Booker 
Prize Administrator; Eve Smith – Secretary, Booker Prize Foundation; Boyd Tonkin – writer 
and critic; Helen Williams – Legal Counsel of Booker Group plc. It is chaired by Gaby Wood - 
Director, Booker Prize Foundation.   
 

• Crankstart, a charitable foundation, is the exclusive funder of The Booker Prize and The 

http://www.thebookerprizes.com/


 

International Booker Prize. 
 

• The Director of the Booker Prize Foundation is Gaby Wood. The Administrator of The 
International Booker Prize is Fiammetta Rocco, senior editor and culture correspondent of 
The Economist and 1843. 
 

• Four Culture handles PR, comms and event management for the prizes and provides all 
events and administrative back-up. 
 

• Booker Group is the UK's leading food & drink wholesaler with branches nationwide and a 
delivery network. It serves over 400,000 catering customers and 100,000 independent 
retailers. 

• The Booker Prize Foundation has a longstanding partnership with RNIB (Royal National 
Institute of Blind People). The Foundation funds the production of the shortlisted titles in 
braille, giant print and audio, which the RNIB produces by the date the winner is 
announced. The accessible versions are then made available to the tens of thousands of 
blind and partially sighted members of the RNIB Library. People with sight loss have a 
limited choice of books in accessible formats and often have to wait much longer than their 
sighted peers for titles to be made available to them – and there are many more books that 
they will never have the chance to read. The Foundation is working with RNIB to change this 
story. For further information contact the RNIB PR Team on 020 7391 2223 or 
pressoffice@rnib.org.uk    
 

• The Booker Prize Foundation has partnered with the National Literary Trust since 2012 to 
deliver Books Unlocked. The Foundation funds the programme, which has transformed the 
lives of prisoners and young offenders in the UK by helping them develop a love of reading. 
Prisoners are able to engage with high-quality writing as copies of Booker Prize shortlisted 
titles are sent out to prison reading groups. These same titles are also serialised as 
audiobooks on National Prison Radio, which is broadcast into c.80,000 cells, enabling still 
more prisoners to experience these exceptional stories. Authors go into prisons to discuss 
their writing directly with reading groups and many also record interviews on National Prison 
Radio. The shared vision for Books Unlocked is to bring about positive change in prisoners’ 
life chances. Since 1993, the National Literacy Trust has led the campaign to transform the 
future of the UK’s most disadvantaged young people by improving their literacy levels: 
literacytrust.org.uk/programmes/books-unlocked/    
 

• The Booker Prize Archive was given on loan in 2003 to Oxford Brookes University, where it 
now resides. 

 
Four Culture 
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